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LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. of oni eo —— 
BENGALI. 
Monthly. | 

1 |“ Bharat Shramjibi” ia ... | Baréhanagar + | 4,000 | Shréban, 1284 B.S. 

2 |“Rajshahye Sambaéd” __... ... | Rajshahye ak te 

8 | Grambarté Prakaéshika’’ — ... | Comercolly sa 200 

4 |‘ Arya Pratibha” ... ve | OOWORIIOPE nk ieee 

Bi-monthly. 
5 | “QCulna Prakash ” m7 a Ee a Gees +" ee of Ashwin, 1284 
Weekly. : | a : 

6 |‘ Banga Hitaishi ” sis ...| Bhowanipore ... | -eeeee =| 24th September 1877. 

, |" Siewa at”... coo ene | ROME, COMBONNIA.. 1... 26th — ditto. 

8 |“ Bishwa Suhrid” ... a ...|Mymensingh _... 450 | 

9 | Bharat Mihir” ... 7 ol i 658 | 27th ditto. 
10 |“ Bharat Sangskérak” _... oe Calcutta | nesses 24th ditto. 
11 | * Rengal Advertiser ”’ a st De. ee ee ee 
12 | * Dacca Prak&sh ” ... ui ... | Dacca ‘a 400 | 28rd __ ditto. 
13 |“ Education Gazette” ... ... | Hooghly co} 3,168 | 28th ditto. 

14 |“ Moorshedabad Pratinidhi” ... | Berhampore .+ | seooee | 21st and 28th Sept. 1877. 
15 | Pratikér ”’ a a wt os 235 | 28th September. 

16 |“ Grémbarta Prakashika ” ... | Comercolly ves 200 | 29th ditto. 

17 | Sambéd Bhaskar ” a ... | Calcutta see | ceeees . 

18 |“ Sulabha Saméchér”... wt ae ...| 6,900 | 29th ditto. 

19 | “ S4dhérani ” a sal ... | Chinsurah ses 516 | 23rd _—_ ditto. 

‘Hindu Hitaishini ” oe ... | Daeca me 300 | 22nd ditto. 
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Number . 
No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. a! = | ~~ pongo = 
Benoati— (Continued). : 
Weekly—-(Continued). 
21 | “Soma Prakash ” ... re ... | Bhowanipore .» | ° %00 | Ist October 1877. 
22 |‘ Sahachar ” sii 100 .«- | Calcutta i ae 24th September. — 
23 «| “Hindu Ranjika ”’... sie ... | Bauleah, Rajshahye|_...... 26th ditto. 
24 |“ Rungpore Dik Prakésh ” ... | Kékinié, Rungpore| 250 | 27th ditto. 
25 | “ Burdwan Prachériké” ... ... | Burdwan ee 165 
Daily. 
26 | Sambéd Prabhékar” ...  ...| Calcutta -+| 650 | 26th and 27th September. 
27 | Sambéd Purnachandrodaya” ...| Do. oe re 26th Sept. to Sth October. 
28 |‘ Samachar Chandrika” ... wot BO 1] seceee | Sth Qotober. 
29 |“ Banga Vidyé Prakdshiké ” io DO. i 652 | 27th Sept. to 3rd Qotober. 
30 | « Arya Mihir ” Oo aa oe oe gers 
ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 
Weekly. 
31 | “ Amrita Bazar Patriké ” ... eee} Do. ... | 2,217 | 27th September. 
39 =| * Howrah Hitakari ” .. «| Bethar, Howrah ...|; 300 | 30th ditto. 
33 | “ Moorshedabad Patrika ’’... ... | Berhampore ve ee 
34 |‘ Burrisal Bértabaha” _... ... | Burrisal i 300 
ENGLISH AND Urpv. 
35 | Urdu Guide”... a ... | Calcutta - 400 | 29th — ditto, * 
Urpv. 
Bi-monthly. 
36 | “ Akhbér-ul-Akhiar ” vee 1s) Meogeterpare: 2 sa] séses. 
HInpI. 
Weekly. 3 
37. | “ Behér Bandhu ” ... = ... | Bankipore, Patna... | 509 | 3rd October. 
: | 
PERSIAN. | 
38 |  Jim-Jahan-numé ” - ... | Calcutta oe 250 | 5th ditto. 
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INDIAN AND Forgz1en Potrrics. 


‘Wa make the following extracts from an article in the Sddhdrani, of 
the 28rd September, headed “ Why are we on the side of Turkey?” The 
Native Press wishes for the failure of the Russians and their retreat into 

The reason why there is sympathy their own country. Such a unanimity in the 
for Turkey: vernacular newspapers was never noticed 
before on any other subject. There was difference of opinion as to the 
justice of the action of Government when the Guicowar was unjustl 
deposed, as also when the authorities sought to strike a heavy blow at the 
cause of high education; but there is only one opinion expressed in the 
Native Press regarding this Russo-Turkish war. As it is, the subject has 
attracted the attention of the Anglo-Indian prints, who do not seem to like 
this attitude of the native editors. But we shall state the reason why we 
are on theside of the Turk. Firstly, we do not believe those English 
editors who describe the Turks as oppressors and tigers in human shape; 
for oftentimes they forget all about truth when they happen to speak 
of a Mahomedan. Once, when in this mood, they fearlessly proclaimed to 
the world that, under Mahomedan rule, anarchy prevailed in Oudh to such 
an extent as was never before witnessed anywhere else. But as the proverb 
has it, an untruth, hke water brought into a field for irrigation, cannot last 
long. They themselves now say that the condition of the people has, at the 
present day, become worse than what it was under the Mahomedans. In 
India they have proclaimed such untruths a hundred times over ; thus leading us 
totheconclusion that whether consciously or unconsciously, it is a morbidcharac- 
teristic of a section of their people to say what is untrue respecting Mahomedan 
rulers. Secondly, they have this time said so much that is false respecting the 
Turks and their Government, that we cannot bring ourselves to believe that 
there was anything reliable in their allegations, Not only before this war 
broke out, did they call Turkey a gross oppressor, but also said it was exceed- 
ingly impoverished ; they designated it ‘the sick man” lying on his death- 
bed, wounded in every limb, encumbered with debt, having neither the power 
nor the will to rise, and without strength of body or mind. We concluded 
from such a description that Turkey was an indolent, cruel, and dissipated 
young man, whose excesses had brought on consumption, from which he was 
dying. Nor did the English editors.content themselves with this: they took 
upon themselves to minister spiritual advice to Turkey, supposing its days 
on earth were few. But what do we see now before the lapse of even a year ? 
Turkey, which was described as the impoverished and the dying sick man, is 
now found to be steady, strong, hopeful, discreet, and brave in battle. The 
Turks possess self-reliance ; a pride which is worthy of the gods ; feel pleasure 
n self-help ; possess versatility and steady perseverance. We now find that 
even in warfare the most powerful Russian may take a lesson from the 
Mahomedan. Hence we have thought that, since such a large portion of what 
Mr. Gladstone’s party have said of the Turks has proved to be groundless, 
there need be no wonder if much of the remaining allegations prove equally 
80? We do not believe what some Englishmen say as to Turkey being 
given to oppression ; and this is because—(1l) we have oftentimes heard a 


Mahomedan ruler called an oppressor for no other reason than that he is a 


ahomedan ; (2) because most of the statements respecting Turkey have 
proved false; and (8) because many among Englishmen havesaid that 
these statements regarding Turkey are untrue, and have been circulated by 
Russia for the accomplishment of some deep-laid designs.” 


SaDHARARYI, 
September 23rd, 1877. 
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Dacca PRAKASH, 
September 23rd, 1877. 


Cutsa PRAKASH, 
1st fortnight of Ash- 
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- peace and prosperity reign in the land.” 
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9. We extract the following observations from an article in the 
Dacca Prakdsh, of the 23rd September, 
headed ‘A Russian conquest of India: 
We are convinced that subjection to any other nation than the British will 
not prove beneficial to us. India was once, though for a short time only, 
under the French ; but owing to their fickleness, which is a national character. 
istic, even such brave men as Dupleix and Lally could not long retain 
possession of the country. As to the Germans, it will be seen that 
although, like the British, they belong to the Teutonic race, still in freedom 
and liberal views the latter are far superior to them. It is no exaggeration. 
to say that the liberty of speech and the freedom of the Press which we enjoy 
under the British Government would appear but a dream to German 
politicians and patriots. While the British nation have removed the 
civil disabilities of the Roman Catholics and Jews, the Germans con- 
tinue to oppress their Christian subjects. In America again, although. 
as regards freedom and other privileges it is on the same footing with 
England, and although it has quite recently abolished slavery, still con- 
siderable injury is being done there to society from the feeling of race 
antagonism between the blacks and whites. Russia now has been for 
some years past steadily advancing in Asia towards India; and the question 
arises whether, in the event of a Russian conquest of the country, we shall 
be happy. We believe that the rule of that nation, instead of conducing to 
happiness and prosperity, will be a source of misery. Russia still remains 
a semi-civilized nation, and is half a century behind other nations of Europe 
in arts, science, politics, and morality. She stands no comparison with 
England in politics.” The editor then proceeds to describe the internal 
condition of Bussia, the civilization and the manners and customs of her 
people; and concludes the article with the following remarks :—‘* Although 
it is true that a great future lies before the Russian people, still the present 
state of their civilization and freedom cannot at all compare with that of 
England. It therefore behoves us, so long as we are not fit for self-govern- 
ment, to live with acontented heart under the British rule, the best of 
foreign Governments. This also will be beneficial to us. We believe that 
should we succeed, in respectful language, to bring to the notice of the rulers 
the defects of the British administration and the grievances occasioned by 
them, they will seek to rectify their errors and bestir themselves to promote 
the good of the country. Thus, also, will our grievances be redressed and 


A Russian conquest of India. 


3. The Culna Prakash, a bi-monthly published in Culna, writes 
Native feeling respecting the Russo- respecting the Russo-Turkish war that the 
Turkish wer. interest excited by it among a large class of 
the natives is surprising. A number who never cared to read the papers 
before most eagerly apply forthem. But the editor says: ‘‘ We are not at all 
concerned in the matter, except that we mourn over the desolation and misery 
occasioned by this war, and long for the re-establishment of peace.” Writing 
of the period when the Mahomedans invaded Lakshman Sen in Nuddea, he 
says:—‘ The king, of course, knew the tactics of war, but being a peaceful 
and civilized man, he fled, rather than expose thousands of lives to destruction 
and destroy the peace of the country. A race like ours, civilized and peace- 
loving, does not desire to unfurl the flag of victory over a hundred thousand 
lives destroyed. From the first we have sustained this character; otherwise 
none would have been able to snatch the jewel of freedom from the bosom 
of our mother India. How, then, can we rejoice to hear of victory either on 


( 5 ) 
the side of Russia or Turkey ?’’ The editor hopes that all the nations of 


Europe will unite to demand the re-establishment of peace between the 


contending powers. 
Pusric ADMINISTRATION. 


4. The Moorshedabad Pratinidhi, of the 21st September, adverts to 
Defects in the law Courts and reme- the following defects of the ‘“‘ Law Courts :”— 
dies pointed out. (1) the oppressions committed by the subor- 
dinate officers, (2) the injudicious manner in which the judicial functionaries are 
appointed, and (3) the defective character of the administration of justice. As 
to the first, there has been no improvement in this respect. The peons, whose 
business it is to serve summons, continue, as ever, to receive illegal gratification 
in some form or other, otherwise the summons is returned as not served. The 
serishtadar, peshkar, and the mohurir must be paid, if not for any service they 
may do, that they may not do any harm. They can at least prevent the 
regular service of summons and the submission of the papers. In cases of 
murder and grievous hurt the police and the medical officers possess con- 
siderable latitude of power, which may be used for purposes of extortion. 
Secondly, judicial officers are appointed without any regard generally to their 
qualifications. Formerly it was better in this respect: pleaders of proved 
ability only were selected for the posts of Munsif and Subordinate Judge. 
Patronage and favoritisim now prevail. There are frequent transfers of 
officers, thus making it almost impossible for them to acquire local experience ; 
and the administration of justice looks like trying experiments. Thirdly, 
undue importance is now attached to the behaviour of witnesses. The courts 
of appeal do not care to see whether the decisions of the lower courts 
were warranted by the state of facts disclosed during the course of the 
trial. ‘* We, therefore, respectfully beg to inform Lord Lytton and His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor that the ends of justice are frustrated in 
Bengal and disgrace is brought upon the British name ; and therefore pray— 
(1) that the present police be abolished, and the finances be thus relieved 
of agreat burden ; (2) that the sub-deputies and canoongoes created by 
Sir George Campbell be placed in charge of large and small thanas 
respectively, and be made subordinate to the Magistrates; (3) that the 
appointment and promotion of Munsifs be regulated according to their ability ; 
(4) that the courts be directed to keep in view the circumstances of a case 
In the course of trial; .(5) that, dispensing with the services of such idle 
Judges as only count the days till they become entitled to pension, men like 
the late Judge Richardson of Nuddea and Mr. Phear of the High Court 
be appointed to the judicial service.” 


9. The Hindu Hitaishini, of the 22nd September, writes as follows in 

The faults of the British Govern. the course of a long editorial on the policy of 
a. Government :—* A searching enquiry into the 
policy of the Government does not show it to possess any such virtue or 
power as may entitle it to our commendation. Considering British politics 
as they are revealed in the laws of Government, they must be admitted to be 
perfectly free from faults; but on the other hand, if we consider how they 
are carried out in practice, we cannot, in justice, bestow the slightest modi- 
cum of praise upon them. It isin politics, as in other matters, that properly 
no credit is to be gained by the simple discharge of duty, but failures meet 
with censure. However liberally Government may treat the people, and 
however beneficial its motives, it wins no applause, for it discharges its duty. 


Before any Government is commended, the principles which guide it should 


MoorsHEDABAD 
PRATINIDHI, 


September 21st, 1877. 


Hinwpvu Hirarssrnsr, 
September 22nd, 1877. 


SaDHARARI, 
_ September 23rd, 1877. 


SaDBABaNt. 
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be considered. Such am examination, indeed, generally reveals a comming- 
ling of good and evil; but praise or censure is awarded according as the one or 
the other is found to predominate. In some of their actions Government 
give proofs of their desire to benefit the people, while in others they seem to 
ignore the relation which should justly subsist between a ruler and his subjects, 
That the latter disposition may not cast a stain on their policy, the native 
papers occasionally warn the autaorities in language of some severity, so that 
a repetition may be avoided. It is wrong to be angry with them for this and 
regard them as disloyal. They act as true friends. Justice is not, asa rule, 
obtained in the courts. In cases between Natives and Kuropeans, the latter 
generally win, though they be guilty. The courts of appeal oftentimes 
regard the decisions of the subordinate courts as sound. If only there is no 
dispute as to any point of law, they do not take the trouble to attend to the 
circumstances of a case. This is exceedingly unjust.” 


6. Adverting to the resolutions lately published in the Calcutta 
Remarks on the resolutions passed Gazette, on the administratration reports of 
with reference to administration reports. the Presidency, Orissa, Rajshahye, and Cooch 
Behar Divisions, the Sddhdérani, of the 23rd September, remarks as follows: 
‘There is much in these resolutions to be reflected upon, much to learn from 
them. There are statements which provoke a smile, while there are others 
which are really startling. The native newspapers now occupy the position 
of a scapegoat, and as such have received prominent mention in the reports. 
Remarks on the condition of the people follow. Mr. Smith, the Magistrate 
of Jessore, infers an improvement in the status of the inhabitants of the 
district from the fact that they are now seen to carry carpet-bags and use 
umbrellas; and his observations have been quoted with approbation by the 
Lieutenant-Governor. Does not this confirm our remark that there is much 
in the resolutions to excite laughter, much that might prove instructive? 
Shall we still persist in calling the people poor.in face of the fact that in 
every house there are carpet-bags and umbrellas? Are not the native papers 
false? Begging His Honor’s pardon, we have a question to ask. If the 
peasantry of Bengal are really so happy, why were the provisions in the Civil 
Procedure Code made so stringent on the mahajuns? What is the need of 
making such stringent enactments respecting usury in a country where there 
is so much prosperity? It is not an easy task to write a novel which should 
be consistent throughout, especially when there is no agreement of opinion 
among the writers themselves. There is no agreement between the writers, for 
the Officiating Magistrate of Moorshedabad (but he is only officiating) does not 
admit that the condition of the peasantry has improved. To the Lieutenant- 
Governor, of course, these remarks appear quite out of harmony; and, there- 
fore, he considers them not applicable to the generality of the inhabitants of 
the Moorshedabad district. We notice with surprise the apprehension of 
the Lieutenant-Governor that the prosperity and independence of the ryots 


may some day lead them to rebel against the authority of the zemindar. We 
do not feel inclined to write more.” 


7. The same paper has a long article in which the advantages which 
ealey waar tae result from the system of deciding cases accord- 
urea ing to equity are dwelt upon in comparison 

with trial according to Jaws and precedents. The editor notices with regret 
that Sir Richard Garth, the present Chief Justice, like his predecessor Sir 
Barnes Peacock and the late Mr. Justice, Phear, is a worshipper of law, as 


witness his judgment in the recent case of Jogesh Chunder Dutt versus 
Kali Churn Dutt. 


[ey 


8, The same paper devotes a long article to the consideration of the 
Remarks onthe report of the road report of the road cess committee of the 
cess committee of Hooghly. Hooghly district lately published in the Calcutta 
Gazette. As to whence the cess is obtained, the editor observes :—‘* With 
theexception of the sum realised from tolls on roads, and ferries on the 
rivers, almost the whole of the cess is collected from the zemindars, who 
are threatened with the sale of their estates under the sun-set law, if not 
paid in time. Ostensibly, of course, the landlord pays the half, but in 
private the whole is occasionally collected from the tenant: sometimes by 
suing him in court, and at others by means of intimidation or cajolery. 
A large portion of the sum, thus realized from the people, goes to meet 
the cost of the establishment, and the remainder is expended on the con- 
struction of new and the repairs of old roads. About Rs. 13,000 were spent 
in constructing three miles of road from Howrah to Jagatballabhpore, and 
in the same year there was another outlay of about Rs. 4,000 for repairing 
it, The Gazette, of course, does not mention whether the repairs preceded 
or succeeded its construction ; although it is a fact that altogether Rs. 17,000 
were expended on making three miles of way. The road is doubtless an 
important one asa means of communication in the district ; still we have 
decided objections to laying out only on three miles of road such a large sum 
as Rs. 17,000, or about a third of the whole income derived from the 
cess. Moreover, it is a mistake to suppose that a road must be so 
constructed as to be made convenient to drive the dog-carts of Europeans. 
Considering that the cess is levied equally from the wealthy and poor, 
it is important that all cases of pressing want should first be met, no 
matter how coarse the article supplied may be. After this, it would not 
matter if luxuries were sought to be provided for men of fastidious tastes. _ 
“Tt is the first duty of the authorities to see that the main roads of the 
district are fit for the use of carts and beasts of burden. The peasant does 
not aspire to ride in a carriage; he is content if only the carts may ply 
without difficulty. ‘We hope the road cess committee will bear this in mind. 
All the important roads should first be attended to, even though the neces- 
sary repairs require ten years instead of one. Roads convenient for driving 
Kuropean carriages should be a secondary consideration. Another point to 


be adverted to is the planting of trees by the roadsides. We ask, let this 


also be. discontinued for some time. ‘The travellers will walk on roads 
shaded with trees’ reads indeed well enough in a novel, but in a district 
where scarcely a month passes without witnessing at least two cases of 
robbery, and in whose head-quarters there are about two cases of burglary 
every night in the houses of men residing in the neighbourhood of dwellings 
occupied by the District Judge and the District Magistrate, it is certainly 
not desirable that the jungle on the roadside should be made more dense 
by the addititon of trees planted near them, rendering the roads at night 
inpracticable to the inhabitants. Itis hard to find roads in the district 
which are 222 feet wide; and if, for the purpose of enjoying some shade 
large trees are planted, they will become exceedingly narrowed. Yet on this 
luxury the road cess committee have expended about Rs. 3,000. 

When the metalling of a road is taken in hand, it should be regularly 
and continuously proceeded with. It is of no use to do it by patches and at 
intervals. The Dhanekhali road is in this condition. 

“It was not advisable on the part of the members of the committee to 
be 80 anxious to improve the road to DwarbAsin{, while that to Dhanekhali, 
which is older and far more important, should remain neglected. In the case 


SaADHARANI,. . 
September 23rd, 1877. 
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SHADARAN!, 
September 23rd, 1877. 


BoaraT 
SanesKakak, 


September 24th, 1877. 


Bisuwa Dor, 


September 26th, 1877. 


Bisowa Dvet. 


BoaraT Mruare, 
September 27th, 1877. 
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of roads which are nearly parallel and run near each other, asin the present 
instance, it is enough if one only were made pucka, A wooden bridge on 
the Kunti river, for which there was hardly any necessity, has cost abont 
seven or eight thousand rupees. This is indeed extravagant expenditure.” 


9. The same paper notices three daring cases of robbery recently com- 
mitted in Hooghly, Bhadreshwar, and Bans. 


Cases of robbery. beriah respectively. In none of these haye 


the offenders been detected. 


10. The Bharat Sangskdrak, of the 24th September, protests strongly 
Transfer of head-quarters of Raj. 284inst the transfer of the head-quarters of the 
shahye Commissionership to Darjeeling Rajshahye Commissionership to Darjeeling. 
deprecated. Such a measure could only have been sane- 
tioned from a desire to gratify a number of highly-paid officers of Goverp- 
ment, regardless of the inconvenience which will be thus occasioned to the 
public. Darjeeling is situated at an extreme point of the division; and 
it will be exceedingly inconvenient to suitors and others to go all that 
distance for the purpose of preferring appeals to the Commissioner. The 
clerks, too, of his office will be put to increased expense, as provisions are 


dearer at Darjeeling. The head-quarters of the division should be fixed at 
Julpigoree. 


ll. The Bishwa Dut, of the 26th September, complains that the 


. people groan under the burden of taxation. 

One great error of the British Government in 
India is that it seems unable to make a just estimate of the real circum- 
stances of the country and direct its actions accurdingly. This it is which 
makes the rulers eager to introduce English systems of administration into 
India, and embark on expensive undertakings for which the people are too 
poor to pay. | 


12. The same paper observes that the road cess funds are often 


a - misapplied, and asks the authorities to direct 
—— oo ee. ie repairs of the branch Amtala road leading 
to the Diamond Harbour, and of that leading from Jagarigh4ta to Roypore. 


13. Now that the Secretary of State has given his assent to the pro- 


ae } posal to revise the Criminal Procedure Code, 

the consequences of Distt Maa the Bharat Mihir, of the 27th September, 
hee being invested with large ¢onsiders the present the fittest time for dis- 
cussing the question, and remarks :—* It is not 

our purpose in this article to refer to the uneasiness and discontent caused 
by the passing of this law; and we shall only advert to the results arising 
from Sir George Campbell having invested Magistrates with increased powers. 
We shall continue to be grateful for the many beneficial measures inau- 
gurated by him; butit isa fact that since his time there has been an 
increasing want of confidence in the Magistrates. We are not in a position 
to speak with certainty about other places; but half the discontent in 
Bengali society arises from the abuse of their authority. Their oppressions 
have within the last two years effected quite a revolution in Bengal, and 
the names of Kirkwood and Clay have become notorious. But all are 
not alike. We can well understand that there are many who use their 
powers with discretion and sedulously seek to benefit the people. 
Mr. Bradbury, the present Magistrate of Mymensingh, is one of these. 
Native society has of late made considerable progress, and educated 
natives have shaken off their dull stupor. The relationship existing 


The burden of taxation. 
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between Englishmen and Natives is not satisfactory. The great fault of 
the Criminal Procedure Code is its rigorous character, which makes. it 
ansuited to the present condition of the country. It is but a truism that a 
rigorous system of administration impairs the moral strength of a people.” 


14. The Amrita Bazar Patrikd, of the 27th September, observes that 
Sapping of some of the privileges of since his accession to the Lieutenant-Governor- 
the people. ship Mr. Eden has struck at the roots of five 
important privileges of the people. These are :—(1) the permanent settle- 
ment of land; (2) the liberty of the newspaper Press; (3) the elective 
franchise in municipal administration ; (4) representation by counsel in the 
Legislative Council ; and (5) the privilege of mercy which all previous 
Governors had exercised in cases of certain individuals condemned to death. 
Besides these, His Honor is opposed to the advancement of the middle 
classes, who constitute, as it were, the back-bone of native society. 
15. A correspondent of the Hducation Gazette, of the 28th September, 
The Deputy Magistrate of Satkhira wells on the virtues of Bahoo Bijaya 
sub-division. Madhava Mookerjee, the able Deputy Magis- 
trate in charge of the Satkhira sub-division, who is about to leave that place. 
16. Correspondents writing to this paper from different places notice the 


| , occurrence of recent destructive floods caused 
d d by the Damodar. , 
ee rs by the overflowing of the banks of the Damodar 
and Darkeshwar. Many lives have been lost and much property injured. 


17. The Grdmbarta Prakdshkda, of the 29th September, maintains 
iii ities that the people are poor; that while their wants 
have increased their income has diminished. 
British manufactures have destroyed native industries. Formerly provisions 
were cheap and the people enjoyed a rude plenty. There is, on the con- 
trary, at the present time much distress in every household, owing to the high 
prices which prevail. 
18. The Sulabha Samachar, of the 29th September, offers the follow- 
Suggestions connected with rail. Ig suggestions for the consideration of the 
ways. members of the approaching Railway Con- 
ference:—(1) Railways in India should in future be constructed on a 
narrower gauge: it will reduce the original cost. (2) All carriages should 
be equally provided with baths and water-closets. (8) Particles of burning 
coal often fall into the eyes of the third class passengers: this should be 
prevented. (4) During the rains all bridges should be carefully attended to. 
(5) The pointsmen should be more careful, as most of the accidents are 
said to be due to their negligence. (6) The slow trains should be driven 
with increased speed, and at every large station, in the morning, noon, and 
evening, they should stop for an hour to allow passengers to bathe, &c. 
(7) It would conduce to.the convenience of passengers and cause less 
expense if some carriages could be attached to goods trains. (8) Fares 
should be fixed on an equal scale in all the lines; incr ‘ed attention should 
be paid to the third class passengers in this respect, as ..um them the com- 
panies derive the greater portion of their income. (9) Equal rates should 
also be introduced for goods. (10) Waiting-sheds should be constructed for 
the use of third class passengers, and means used to prevent the inconve- 
nience and jostling to which they now are subjected when buying tickets. (11) 
ere should be a water-closet in every intermediate class carriage. (12) 
hy are not intermediate class passengers allowed to take with them, free of 


charge, parcels weighing half as much again as that allowed to the third 
class passengers ? 


Amnita Bazar 
PaTaeixka, 


September 27th, 1877. 


EpvucatTion GASsTTS, 
September 28th, 1877. 


EpvucaTion GaZRtTrTs. 


GRAMBARTA 
PRaKaSHIKA, 


September 29th, 1877, 


SuLaBHa SAMACHAR, 
September 29th, 1877. 


Soma Praxass, 
October lst, 1877. 


Himpu HitarsHint, 
September 22nd, 1877. 
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19. The Soma Prakdsh, of the 1st October, makes the following 


Remarks on the sdministration Observations in the course of an article on the 
reports of Dacca and Bhagulpore. resolution of the Government of Bengal on 


the administration reports of the Dacca and Bhagulpore divisions :—* The 
Lieutenant-Governor observes: ‘ Certainly, if each officer in the Dacca diyi- 
sion acted up to this programme, the main object of these tours has, as 
Mr. Peacock declares, been thoroughly well secured there.’ Now what 
is the meaning of this ‘if?’ Does it imply any doubts as to whether Mr, 
Peacock and the officers subordinate to him really made tours in the 
mofussil ? If there is no doubt on the subject, the officers in the Dacca 
division doubtless appear to be more industrious, and have more thoroughly 
at heart the welfare of the people under their charge, than those in the 
24-Pergunnahs. We have grown old, yet never have we seen any Magis- 
trate of the latter district enter our native village and enquire about the con- 
dition of the inhabitants, or give them advice regarding improvements in 
agriculture, or show them the way to learning, or seek to initiate any measure 
of sanitation. or moral improvement. The Magistrate has never once visited 
the school in our village, an institution which has been in existence for about 
twelve years. It is exceedingly desirable that Magistrates should attend to 
such things. As to the improvement which is alleged to have taken place in 
the condition of the peasantry, we believe it has been mainly owing to the cilti- 
vation of paddy, a low rent-rate, and rise in prices caused by exportation. 
Their condition doubtless shows an improvement, but we fear it will only be 
temporary, if Government does not use means to prevent the destruction of 
crops from drought, and to fix a rent-rate. Another reason of their pros- 
perity is the great demand for labour. Mr. Peacock’s remarks upon the 
Native Press are a result of the erroneous views cherished towards it by 
officers of Government. The editors do not abuse for the sake of abusing; 
nor are they actuated by any bad motive, though an exposure of faults in a 
manner may look sometimes like abuse. We are not prepared to believe 
that their criticisms have no influence on Huropean officers, otherwise why 
was Mr. Eden so much troubled on their account? They cannot intimidate 
the conscientious and hard-working native officers. Mr. Peacock observes 
that the influence of the papers is mz/. This, if true, is only a reflection on 
the Government which has kept the people in such a state of ignorance as 
that they do not take any interest in the newspapers.” 


EDUCATION. 


20. The Hindu Hitaishini, of the 22nd September, has the following 
Educational measures of Sir George eStimate of the educational measures inau- 
Campbell. gurated under the administration of Sir 
George Campbell :—‘‘ He created quite a revolution in Bengal. Changes 
were introduced into almost all departments of the Administration. The 
gigantic blow which he inflicted upon the Education Department destroyed a 
considerable portion of its organism, while the portion left is still smarting 
with pain ; and there is little to hope that it will regain its vigour and com- 
pleteness. Sir George increased the cost of the department by the abolition of 
the old system, and it does not seem that reduction of expenditure was any 
part of his plan; although much uneasiness was caused by the mutilation of 
certain colleges and schools. That the natives might not receive the benefits 
of high education, but remain content with only a small amount of learning, 
he reduced the powers of the Director of Public Instruction till he became 
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only a Secretary. Regarding him as an obstacle in his path, Sir George 
thus deprived him of the liberty of action. Inspectors became nonentities, 
while all power was vested in the Magistrates, to whom the Deputy Inspec- 
tors were made subordinate. A class of sub-deputies was also created under 
the Deputy Inspectors. Numberless pathsalas were established and gurus 
appointed, whose efficiency is well known.” The editor then proceeds to 
dwell upon the incompetency and ignorance of the Sub-Deputy Inspectors, 
who are, as a rule, overbearing in their treatment of the gurus and teachers. 


21. A correspondent of the Sddhdrani, of the 23rd September, writing 
Praise of the Sub-Inspector of from Rungpore, dwells on the ability and 
- Schools in the Kurigram circle. courtesy of Baboo Ram Chandra Bhoumik, 
the Sub-Deputy Inspector of Schools in the Kurigram circle. The writer 
asks Government to cancel his transfer to Dinagepore and retain him in his 
present locality. | 


22. The Sahachar, of the 24th September, urges on the authorities of 
Revision of text-books for the en- the Calcutta University the necessity of revis- 
trance examination in Bengal. ing the text-books in Bengali prescribed for 
the entrance examination. The extracts appointed are not suited to the 
present time, when the Bengali language has made considerable progress. 
Selections should, therefore, be made from the writings of Vidy&sagara, Baboo 
Akshyakum4r Datta, and other modern writers. 


23. The same paper asks what has come of the labours of the Book 
Committee which assembled at Simla a few 
months ago. The public are anxious to know 
what has been done in the matter of Bengali text-books. 


The Simla Committee. 


Locat News. 


24. A correspondent of the Moorshedabad Pratinidht, of the 21st 
September, notices a fearful outbreak of cholera 
and malarious fever in the village of Heram- 
pore, in thana Godash, in the district of Moorshedabad. No less than 80 
deaths have taken place in a short time. Government is earnestly besought 
to send medical aid. 


25. One writing to the Sddhdrant, of the 23rd September, notices an 
inundation occasioned by the overflow of the 
Ajaya and Maydrakshi on the 27th and 28th 
of Bhadra last, which has caused considerable 
injury to the houses and trees in the villages on its banks. The fields are 
all covered with sand, and there is great distress among the inhabitants. 


Fortunately no life was lost. The authorities are besought to attend to the 
case. 


26. We take the following from the letter of the Chittagong corre- 

* Paragraph 24 of the report of the spondent of the same paper -—‘* Ag stated in my 
8th September 1877. former letter,* our worst apprehensions have 
been realized. This year also the peasants will have nothing to do in their 
fields. Two floods passed over this place, and 
scarcely had the water completely subsided in 
ihe fields than there has been yet another inundation. It seems as though the 
tains which fall upon the whole earth, in.the present year concentrated 
themselves in this place. It has been raining incessantly since last week. 
Boats are plying on the highest public roads. In whatever direction one 


Outbreak of cholera and malarious 
fever in Moorshedabad district. 


Inundation and consequent losses 
occasioned by the overflow of the 
rivers Ajaya and Maytrakshi. 


Chittagong, inundations and distress. 


SADHARARTI, 
September 23rd, 1877. 


SaHaCHAR, 
September 24th, 1877. 


SAHACHAR. 


M oORSHEDABAD 


PRATINIDHI, 


September 21st, 1877. 


SaADHARANT, 


September 23rd, 1877. 


SADHABANI. 
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SaHACHAR, 
September 24th, 1877. 


Base@a Hitaisur, 
September 24th, 1877. 


Beuarm KaypDuan, 
October 3rd, 1877. 
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turns, one continuous sheet of water is to be seen. The rain is accompanied 
with storms. ‘There is scarcity of food and the distress is severe. 


97. A correspondent of the Sahachar, of the 24th September, notices 
: : a serious outbreak of malarious fever in Khar. 
_ Malarious fever in Khardahe. =~ daha. A large number of deaths has taken 
place. The place possesses a municipality, but the drains and roads are ina 
wretched condition and the village is overgrown with jungle. The attention — 
of the Commissioner of the Presidency Division is asked to the subject. 


FAaMINeE. 


98. The Banga Hitaisht, of the 24th September, attributes the fre- 
quent recurrence of famines in India to an 
overplus of population and to the difficulty 
experienced by the people in earning their livelihood. Agriculture is in a 
very backward condition, while arts and manufactures are not encouraged by 
Government. The only way in which a recurrence of this calamity can be 
prevented is by giving a stimulus to emigration and fostering arts and manv- 
factures. 


29. The Behar Bandhu, writing on the Madras famine, remarks that 
Famine threatening in the North. except in Bengal, Orissa, Assam, and the Son- 
Western Provinces. thal Pergunnahs, the famine seems to be acquir- 
ing fresh ground and spreading over the length and breadth of the country. 
* Alas! Hindustan, you on whom so vast a number of people depended, why 
has God thus visited you?” is the strain in which the editor breaks forth ; after 
which he pauses and says: ‘“* What will Government be able to do alone? Bravo! 
England and ye Englishmen; you at least seem to have more anxiety on 
this matter than we. Queen Victoria is herself sad about it. Within 15 days 
six lakhs of rupees were collected for the famine. This has pleased us very 
much. If Lord Lytton had shown the same anxiety at first ashe has now 
been doing, so many people would not have perished through hunger ; and the 
reason of the famine spreading to its present dimensions is the want of care 
and forethought on the part of Government at the commencement. They 
evidently thought it would turn out like the one in Beh&r, and that if too 
much attention were paid to it the same extravagant expenditure would 
most likely be incurred ; but when people began to die off rapidly, the eyes of 
Government were opened. We wait to see what arrangements will be made, 
but at the same time should not remain careless about the matter. Let 


some good man stand out in Behar as Sir Richard Garth did in Bengal, and 
raise subscriptions. ” 


Causes of famines. 
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